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The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices 


located in major cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle ona 


news or feature story provided through this service--or have a direct news 


inguiry--you may contact one of the offices listed below. 
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Week of July 27, 1992 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: MAY 1992 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates increased from April to May 
in 29 states and the District of Columbia, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor has reported. The 
national unemployment rate rose from 7.2 to 7.5 percent over the 
same time period. 


Employment on nonfarm payrolls was higher in May than a year 
earlier in 29 states. Nationally, employment rose by more than 
200,000 over the year. 


Unemployment data for all states and the District of 
Columbia are available on a seasonally adjusted basis, thus 
permitting over-the-month comparisons. Nonfarm payroll 
employment data for states, as well as unemployment data for 
metropolitan areas, are only available on a not- 
seasonally-adjusted basis; therefore, comparisons of these data 
should be limited to the same month in earlier years. 
Over-the-month comparisons of not-seasonally-adjusted data may be 
affected by seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading 
picture of underlying economic trends. 


State Unemployment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


Three states--New Jersey, Colorado, and North Dakota--and 
the District of Columbia had increases in their unemployment 
rates of 1.0 percentage point or more from April to May, while 
another 11 states had increases of at least 0.5 percentage point. 
Maine experienced a 1.7 percentage point decrease over the month, 
and six other states had decreases of at least 0.5 percentage 
point. 


May unemployment rates were 8.5 percent or higher in seven 
states and the District of Columbia. West Virginia continued to 
have the highest jobless rate--11.5 percent. Next, but 
considerably below West Virginia, were Rhode Island (9.3 
percent), Alaska (9.2 percent), and New Jersey (9.0 percent). 

Six states had unemployment rates of less than 5.0 percent. 
Nebraska was the lowest, at 3.4 percent, followed by South Dakota 
(3.8 percent) and Kansas and Hawaii (both 4.1 percent). (See 
the map.) 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 7/27/92 
STATE & METRO P.2 


Between the July 1990 start of the recent recession and May 
1992, the national unemployment rate rose from 5.4 to 7.5 
percent. Over this period, a total of 47 states and the District 
of Columbia had increases in their jobless rates. Of these, 
rates increased more than 2.0 percentage points in 12 states, 
with New Jersey (up 4.0 points), West Virginia (up 3.6 
points), and California (up 3.4 points) experiencing the largest 
increases. Another 22 states and the District of Columbia had 
increases of between 1.0 and 2.0 percentage points. In contrast, 
only three states decreased over this period, none as much as 1.0 
percentage point. 


Metropolitan Area Unemployment (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 


Of the 271 metropolitan areas for which May data are 
available, 62 areas reported unemployment rates of 8.5 percent 
and higher, while 49 areas had rates below 5.0 percent. The 
highest rate was in Modesto, Calif. (17.1 percent), followed by 
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (15.5 percent), Stockton, Calif. 
(13.4 percent), and Fresno, Calif. (13.3 percent). The 
lowest rates were in Iowa City, Iowa (2.1 percent), Madison, 
_Wis., and Lincoln, Nebr. (both 2.7 percent). 


Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 


Of the 29 states with over-the-year increases in payroll 


employment, eight states had gains of 2 percent or more; all were 
west of the Mississippi River, except for West Virginia. 

Arkansas and Idaho reported the largest growth rates (both 3.1 
percent), followed by Utah (2.6 percent), Nevada (2.4 percent), 
Kansas, South Dakota, and West Virginia (all 2.1 percent), and 
North Dakota (2.0 percent). Texas led all states in terms of 
absolute increases with a year-to-year gain of 80,000 jobs. 


Employment declines were reported in 21 states and the 
District of Columbia between May 1991 and 1992. The largest on a 
percentage basis were in Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, and Rhode Island; these 
seven East Coast states accounted for 470,000 lost jobs. 


Employment declines in the goods-producing sector continued 
to be widespread. Two-thirds of the states reported 
over-the-year job losses in manufacturing, and over half had 
losses in construction. Job gains in the service-producing 
sector were concentrated in services, where virtually all states 
reported over-the-year job growth, and in government, where 
employment increased in three-fifths of the states. 
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Week of July 27, 1992 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--JUNE 1992 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U) rose 0.4 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
June to a level of 140.2 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor has reported. For the 
12-month period ended in June, the CPI-U increased 3.1 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) rose 0.4 percent in June prior to seasonal 
adjustment. The June 1992 CPI-W level of 138.1 was 3.0 percent 
higher than the index in June 1991. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.3 percent 
in June, following increases of 0.2 and 0.1 percent in April and 
May, respectively. A substantial increase in energy prices and 
an upturn in the food index were responsible for the somewhat 
larger advance than in the 2 preceding months. Excluding food 
and energy, the CPI-U rose 0.2 percent in June, the same as in 
May. 


Consumer prices rose at a seasonally adjusted annual rate 
(SAAR) of 2.6 percent in the second quarter after advancing at a 
3.5 percent rate in the first 3 months of 1992. This brought the 
year-to-date annual rate to 3.1 percent, the same as that for all 
of 1991. While the overall rates are the same, the composition 
of the increases is somewhat different. Energy prices have 
rebounded in 1992, albeit moderately, after declining 7.4 percent 
in 1991. The 2.4 percent rate through the first half of 1992 
reflects a 4.3 percent annual rate of increase in petroleum-based 
energy prices, which had declined 16.1 percent in 1991. Charges 
for energy services have risen at a 0.4 percent annual rate in 
the first 6 months of 1992. The food component, which registered 
its smallest increase in 15 years in 1991, has been virtually 
stable thus far in 1992. Grocery store food prices have declined 
through the first 6 months, with decreases in the indexes for 
fresh fruits and vegetables and meats, poultry, fish, and eggs 
more than offsetting moderate price increases for most other 
grocery store foods. 





Week of July 27, 1992 


REAL EARNINGS IN JUNE 1992 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings fell 1.0 percent 
between May and June after seasonal adjustment, according to 
preliminary data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of 
the U.S. Department of Labor. This drop stemmed froma 0.9 
percent decline in average weekly hours coupled with a 0.3 
percent increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). A 0.2 percent rise in 
average hourly earnings partially offset these changes. 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the 
payroll reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of 
both full-time and part-time workers holding production or 
nonsupervisory jobs are included. Real average weekly earnings 
are calculated by adjusting earnings in current dollars for 
changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings rose by 1.9 percent between June 
of 1991 and 1992 as a result of a 2.2 percent increase in 
average hourly earnings which was partially offset by a 0.3 
percent decline in average weekly hours. After adjustment for a 


3.0 percent increase in the CPI-W over the same period, real 
average weekly earnings fell by 1.0 percent. Before adjustment 
for seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average weekly 
earnings were $364.34 in June 1992, compared with $357.41 a year 
earlier. 





Week of July 27, 1992 


ALABAMA WORKERS TO RECEIVE HELP 
FROM TRADE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 


WASHINGTON -- More than 180 workers in the state of Alabama 
are eligible for job training and other re-employment services 
totaling $747,000 under the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) 
program, the U.S. Department of Labor has announced. 


Workers laid off from Gadsden Sportswear in East Gadsden; 
Winning Moves, Inc., in Athens; Val Mode, Inc., in Pritchard; 
Ampex Recording Media in Opelika and Hispan Corporation in 
Decatur will be offered an array of services designed to 
enable them to re-enter the workforce. 


Authorized by the Trade Act of 1974, the TAA program 
provides weekly cash trade readjustment and retraining allowances 
to eligible workers laid off as a result of increased imports of 
foreign products. Funds will be used to provide continuing 
services to workers throughout the state. 


Funds will be made available to the state employment 
security agency in Alabama, which will administer the assistance 
through its local offices. 


# # # 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
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The first state law restricting child labor was enacted in 
Massachusetts in 1836. It stated that no child under the age of 
15 shall work in "manufacturing establishments" unless the child 
attended school for at least three of the 12 months preceding any 
year of employment, according to the Department of Labor's "Labor 
Firsts In America." 


¢*# # # 


In 1906, Senators Henry Cabot Lodge (Mass.) and Albert 
Beveridge (Ind.) and Congressman Herbert Parsons (N.Y.) proposed 
the first federal legislation dealing with child labor, according 
to the Department of Labor's "Labor Firsts In America." 


> & # 
In 1912 Congress established the Federal Children's Bureau 
within the Department of Commerce and Labor. In 1913 the bureau 


became the Department of Labor, according to the Department of 
Labor's "Labor Firsts In America." 


* # # 











